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Irregular migration is dangerous, if not deadly. International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) revealed that in 2015 Ghana topped 
the African countries in irregular migration. Over 4,400 Ghanaians 
arrived irregularly on the shores of Italy by sea. Nobody will ever 
know the number of people who lost their lives in the desert or in the 
Mediterranean Sea. Those who managed to arrive at the shores of 
Italy had various degrees of abuses; physical, sexual and 
psychological during the journey to the coasts of Europe and which 
even continue after the arrival in the destination country. Having an 
illegal resident status makes migrants easy victims for exploitation 
and criminal organizations.  

Background 

The Sparkassenstiftung für internationale Kooperation e.V. actively 
supports financial institutions that sustainably promote economic and 
social development at local, regional or national level through 
needs-based banking. Sparkassenstiftung is a German development 
organisation that aims to make the German Sparkassen (Savings Banks) 
experience accessible to similar financial institutions in developing and 
transition countries.
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Sparkassen (savings banks) were first introduced in 
Germany 200 years ago as microfinance institutions 
for low-income earners. Since then, they have evolved 
into one of the largest financial groups in the world, 
successfully combining a high level of professionalism 
with a strong social mandate. 

The mission of the Sparkassenstiftung für internationale 
Kooperation e.V. is to disseminate this experience to 
developing countries and emerging economies. 
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Irregular
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Since 2018, Sparkassenstiftung in Ghana has been 
implementing  a project called “Perspektive Heimat” by the 
German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ), which is executed via GIZ. 

The aim is to support potential refugees and migrants in 
Ghana. The project is targeted at two groups: People willing to 
return or already returned to Ghana from Germany and 
people in Ghana who are keen to go to Germany.  

The key objective is to: 

• Equip potential migrants and returnees with basic 
entrepreneurial skills.

• Provide access to Credit Unions and their financial 
products and services by sponsoring the 
membership.

• Offer business coaching to enable them to design 
their own business proposals.

• Provide easy access to micro loans from the Credit 
Unions to make their business ideas a reality.

Project Phase 

Business Training

1-week interactive business simulation trainings

Credit Union (CU) Membership 

Participants are encouraged to join a CU 

Business Coaching  

They are taught how to write business proposal 

Access to Loan Fund 

Selected participants are given loans for their start-ups

The Sparkassenstiftung für internationale Kooperation e.V. 
actively supports financial institutions that sustainably promote 
economic and social development at local, regional or national 
level through needs-based banking. Sparkassenstiftung is a 
German development organisation that aims to make the 
German Sparkassen (Savings Banks) experience accessible to 
similar financial institutions in developing and transition 
countries.

Sparkassenstiftung has set itself apart with the goal of 
increasing the professionalism of its partner institutions to 
enable them offer their customers permanent access to financial 
services. Small and medium-sized companies in particular, but 
also the poor and marginalized social groups, are the target 
groups of the partner institutions of the Sparkassenstiftung. 

In a collaborative effort, Sparkassenstiftung partners with local 
organizations such as the credit unions and microfinance 
institutions through institution building to build capacity, 
enhance financial literacy and MSME finance.

This complies with the approach and objectives that Germany’s 
Sparkassen have been pursuing for the past 200 years or more. 
They are proof that financial inclusion can be sustainably 
achieved, when organised efficiently and done professionally. 
Local and regional financial institutions help stabilise the local 
financial sector and promote a country’s economic development.

Stakeholders

Project Objectives 
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